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Keeping the rate at 45 cents, while it results in a 50% increase to our revenue due to a sharp jump in 

total Vashon Assessed property values from 2022 to 2023, we carefully considered that effect on taxes 

to the rate payers. We decided on keeping our rate static at 45 cents for a number of reasons: 

1) The obvious one is inflation, which we know has also seen sharp jumps in the past couple years. 
In 2021, the Seattle CPI was 7.6%. In 2022, it hit upwards of 9%. Government agencies in 
Washington State, by law, cannot increase their levy revenue by more than 1% year to year 
within their levy cycles. We simply CANNOT keep up with rising costs until we have the 
opportunity to reset with a new levy cycle.  

 
2) But it’s more than just inflation on goods and services. Labor on Vashon is extremely expensive 

just to attract good candidates to fill positions. It is well known on Vashon how difficult it is to fill 
low wage jobs. We must pay a higher wage to be attractive. And to be clear, that’s not just 
offering attractive wages; we have experienced a need to increase the number of positions – like 
adding gate attendants to lock our parks at night and a part time maintenance person due to a 
marked increase in vandalism over recent years. 
 

3) Another factor that weighed in to the Board’s reasoning for a revenue increase is having to 
recover from the past. Remember, we lost 11% of our levy revenue due to having been pro-
rationed in 2021. Other taxing agencies higher in the tax structure pecking order took higher 
rates that cut into what we had been approved for by Vashon voters.  
 

4) Going back even further was the perfect storm back to 2010 when higher costs associated with 
the VES Fields project hit at the same time as the recession. Our levy revenue dropped 23% from 
2010 through 2013 and didn’t fully recover to 2010 levels until 2018. During that time, we 
operated on extremely tight budgets and limited recreational services in an effort to pay off all 
debt (which we successfully accomplished) and NOT address significant asset preservation 
needs. We simply have not been able to keep up with inflation and offer the park needs and 
recreational services that the community desires and deserves. 

 
What appears to be a windfall for 2024 is actually our ONE opportunity to recover from significant losses 
in the past coupled with asset and service needs in the present and the near future.  CIP projects are 
estimated at over $5 million. 


